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1. ( SBU ) GOJI spokesman Nasser Judeh, responding to a 
question during his weekly press briefing, expressed support 
for an international conference on the situation of Iraqis 
who have moved to neighboring countries. (Note: Post 
understands UNHCR working to organize such a conference in 
Geneva during the coming month. End Note) Citing the "burden 
on natural resources" presented by the movement of large 
numbers of Iraqis to neighboring countries, Judeh stated the 
conference should focus on financial assistance to host 
countries. At the same time, he took pains to emphasize that 
Iraqis are still "welcome" in Jordan. Estimates of the 
number of Iraqis range from 500,000 (according to one 
Jordanian Interior Ministry official) to 800,000 (ref B). 
According to the Ministry of Interior, approximately 20,000 
have registered for refugee status. 


92. (C ) The GOJ recognizes the need to examine the size and 
nature of the Iraqi presence in Jordan as a basis for future 
planning. Post understands the GOJ is currently considering 
several options, including a government-led study that would 
rely on NGOs for much of the actual data collection. 


13. ( SBU ) On January 23, UNHCR concluded a three-day 
training workshop with the GOJ to address the current needs 
of refugees in Jordan. Attendees included representatives 
from the Foreign and Interior Ministries, Public Security 
Directorate, General Intelligence Department, and Border 
Security officials. 
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